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Nawansega B Village Profile

Nawansega B Village is located in Nawansega Parish, in Namungalwe Sub-County, in Iganga District. Located some distance down a dirt road that passes through other villages, off the tarmacked Kaliro Road, UVP has built a relationship with the Village community over the pat couple of years through our Safe Water Program, having sunk two shallow wells in the village already. Thus the village knows UVP and is looking forward to the entrance of an intern program to expand our operations to include the Healthy Villages Program. 

Nawansega B is one of the 70 villages Uganda Village Project will be working with in the Healthy Villages Initiative and has been identified by the District Health Office as a village in the bottom quartile in terms of health. Indicators include having less than 60% latrine coverage and no source of clean water within a one kilometer radius. Most of the villagers in Nawansega B rely on farming, growing maize, sugar cane, coffee and sweet potatoes. Many villagers also rely on livestock and raise chickens, goats, pigs and cows.

Located some distance into rural farm area Nawansega B is more remote than some of our existing Healthy Villages in Namungalwe Sub-County, which we expect may have some negative impacts on the village’s access to health services and information surrounding healthy living. The village’s nominated Health Centre is Namungalwe Health Centre III, which is a comparatively well-resourced health centre to most in the district, but still suffers the perennial problems of drug shortages, over-worked staff and limited resources. Namungalwe Health Centre is also the National centre for sleeping sickness, with special facilities built to house patients referred from other health centres, but there has been no cases of sleeping sickness in the village for some time. UVP has a strong relationship with Namungalwe HC, operating our family planning program predominantly with Namungalwe staff, as well as running our eye care program with the In Charge (Gregory) and our fistula program in conjunction with Nurse Nalwoga, who screens our patients before they are transported to Kamuli Mission Hospital for surgery. 

However there is some distance between the health Centre and Nawansega B village, so it is likely that villagers often turn to local solutions before making the journey to the health centre for health problems. 

Current Health Situation 

During the initial community meeting with Nawansega B’s Local Chairman and community members, the gathering was requested to identify what they felt were the leading health problems existing in the village. People mentioned: 

· Malaria

· Eye problems

· Lack of proper Family Planning education in the village

· People suffering from HIV/AIDs in the village

· Famine and food shortages among community members

· Absence of enough Safe water sources in the village

· Large mosquito population

· Poor coverage of latrines across the village.

· Lack of enough condom supplies in the village.

· People suffering from syphilis

· Drug abuse among the youth.

The village is looking forward to the arrival of the intern team and happy to work together with them on the health problems identified in the village.
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Boy from Nawansega B holding a well part, about to be lowered into the well. 
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A Nawansega Local, who helped dig the 20 foot deep well to enable the village access to water.
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