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Bunio Village Profile 

Stats: 

· Population: 183 households counted during the Sanitation Baseline Survey; with on average 8 people in each house the population is about 1464, over 50% of which are children

· Size: 4-5 square kilometres

· Closest Health Centre: Busembatia HC III

· Religious Institutions: Multiple churches and mosques

Background on Bunio Village

The village of Bunio is closed to the road from Iganga town to Mbale, just before the town of Busembatia.  It belongs to the Bwegere County, Namalemba Subcounty, and Namalemba Parish.  The national government Health Center (HC) level III for this village is located in Busembatia, but the majority of the community members prefer to go to the Namalemba HC.  This facility is privately funded and managed by a Christian charity, but also charges a nominal fee for their services.  There are two main primary schools that serve the community: Namalemba Christian primary school and Naigombwa Muslim primary school.  They are both private and the former one even offers boarding facilities.  The closest secondary schools are located in the town of Busembatia.  The largest health issues are malaria, malnutrition, eye sight problems, and access to HC facilities.
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Children and interns chat at community consultation over upcoming well construction.
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Current Health Situation 

When surveyed, members of Bunio villages identified some leading health concerns in the village, which included the lack of access to clean water sources, the high rate of malaria, poor nutrition among children and mothers, the lack of testing within their village, the need for education around the use of condoms, lack of access to family planning and high levels of eye problems among older members of the community. Most members of the village choose to go to the private health centre rather than the government health center, given that the costs amount to the same as the public health center is frequently understocked with drugs and villagers are left to dig deep to buy the drugs from the drug stores. When UVP began work in the village the village drew attention to a broken borehole, which UVP assisted to fix. 
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4 active members of the Bunio Village Health Team working hard on building a plate stand, for sun sterilization.
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Summary of UVP’s Health Interventions in Bunio to date: (April 2011):

· A UVP summer intern team worked and lived in Bunio in June and July 2010.
· Establishment and training of a Bunio Village Health Team
· Construction of a shallow well in June 2010
· A village-wide HIV counselling and testing Day in June 2010. 
· Quarterly Family Planning outreaches since June 2010

· A large-scale Sanitation Campaign conducted in October 2010.  

· Regular condom distribution and net distribution through the established supply chains.

· Many villagers transported and supported to receive eye surgery for cataracts and lid rotation for advanced trachoma. 

· Helped several women from Bunio suffering from fistula receive repair surgery.  

· Environmental management of the area around the borehole. 

· De-worming of 230 children

· Immunisation outreach in June 2010.

Successes and Challenges of working in Bunio Village

Bunio’s Village Health Team is large and very motivated, and together UVP staff and the Village Health Team achieved a really good outcome in the Sanitation Campaign in late 2010. 

Some politics in the village frustrated initial plans to sink a shallow well in the village, though these were overcome with a series of consultations. Bunio’s community responds well when mobilised for events such as educations and HIV outreaches. UVP has identified a couple of cases of malnutrition in the village, so this may be an area to continue education and support. More work on getting Bunio involved in Family planning programs is also necessary. 
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Small boy in Bunio fashioning a stool as a hat. 
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