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Namungalwe Rural Village

Stats: 

· Population: 239 households counted during the sanitation baseline, on average 8 people per household, population roughly: 1912.
· Size: Roughly 4 square kilometres
· Education: Namungalwe has several schools, including Akanabala primary school and Kigulu College
· Religious Institutions: Several churches of different Christian denominations and 1 mosque
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Women attending a sensitisation in Namungalwe Village

Photograph: Nina Tufaro

Background
Namungalwe Rural Village, located in Kigulu North County, Namungalwe Sub-County is in close proximity to Namungalwe Health Center.  Although access to health care in Namungalwe Rural seems to be superior to that of other villages in Iganga district, frequent drug shortages and poor health still remain as main concerns among the community.  Located on Kaliro road, Namungalwe has relatively decent access to transport to Iganga town. Major health issues affecting Namungalwe Rural are malaria, diarrheal disease (especially among younger children), and lack of family planning, malnutrition in infants and young children, and eye disease.  There is also a primary school known as Akanabala Primary School and a secondary school known as Kigulu College on our central street (where the Local Chairman’s compound is located).  On the entrance from the main road leading to Iganga town there is a pharmacy with no name on that corner.  Otherwise pharmacies are located in Namungalwe Trading Centre (one of the nearby villages).

Crops grown include potatoes, cassava, maize, matooke, beans, and g-nuts, while average meals consisted of potatoes, posho, beans, and dodo.  

The village has a higher-than average access to safe water, though many still choose to collect water from unclean water sources, so education remains an important role in sanitation. Namungalwe has a lower-than-average coverage of latrines, though this has been partially improved through UVP’s recent work on sanitation with the Village Health Team. 

The village consists of four zones, Busaano, California, Central and Rural. Conditions vary dramatically between the various zones. 
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Namungalwe Children attending a sensitisation on Malaria
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Current Health Situation

The intern team placed in Namungalwe rural in 2010 conducted house to house surveys to identify the main health issues across the village. Their key findings included: 

· Most family planning methods in the village included injections, pills, and condoms.  
· Many villagers are unaware of what family planning methods are available.
· Most women give birth at Namungalwe Health Centre, and only 2 women claimed a traditional birth attendant was used.  
· Every single household claimed that at least one person, if not many, had recently contracted malaria.  
· The majority of houses do not yet use mosquito nets.
· The primary health concern, for an overwhelming majority of households, was malaria.
· HIV exists in the village and there exists a Postive Living Group for HIV positive parents.
[image: image3.jpg]



Members of the Namungalwe Rural intern team 2010 with some Namungalwe locals
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Summary of UVP’s Health Interventions in Namungalwe Rural to date (April 2011):

Some of the key health interventions undertaken in Namungalwe by UVP staff and interns include:

· A UVP summer intern team worked and lived in Namungalwe in June/July 2010, conducting research and many sensitisations

· Establishment and training of Namungalwe’s Village Health Team 

· A village-wide child de-worming campaign which reached roughly 600 children.

· A HIV testing day in June 2010, which tested 133 people

· Quarterly Family planning outreaches since June 2010. 

· A village-wide sanitation campaign conducted in March 2011.

· Quarterly Family Planning outreaches to Namungalwe since June 2010. 

· Regular condom distribution and net distribution through the established supply chains.

· First Aid training for VHT representatives 

· Malaria training for net distributors in Namungalwe village in 2010. 

· Extra HIV training at the request of the VHT in mid-2010.
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Members of the Namungalwe VHT help a neighbour construct a tippy tap during the Sanitation campaign in March 2011.

Successes and Challenges of working in Namungalwe Rural

Namungalwe Rural is blessed with an exceptionally organised, motivated and hard working Village Health Team. This has led to great results in activities with the VHT. 

Namungawle is a neighbour to Bulumwaki village, which UVP began working with in 2009. Members from the Bulumwaki village Health Team have done a great job to assist the newer Namungalwe Village Health Team with their work

The sanitation level in Namungalwe is below average, with very few houses with plate stands, and a lower than average coverage of latrines. But through the work of UVP and the Village Health Team this is improving. 
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The Namungalwe Village Health Team working to improve their neighbours sanitation!
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