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Butongole Village Profile

Stats: 

· Population: 166 houses counted during the Sanitation baseline survey; on average 8 members per family: roughly 1328 people, over 50% of which are children. 

· Size: 4-5 square kilometres. 

· Closest Health Centre: Busembatia Health Centre III

· Religious Institutions: A mosque next to the meeting place in town and several churches. 

Background on Butongole Village

Butongole is located in the Bugweri County and Namalemba Sub-County and Parish. Its closest health centres include Busembatia Health Centre III (government-funded) and Namalemba Health Centre II (private-funded). The majority of children attend public schools—the common public secondary school is Busembatia Secondary School. The main religions in the village are Islam and Christianity, however traditional beliefs are still common in the village. The village has a prominent mosque right on the road, next to the main meeting place in the village.  The spectrum of wealth in Butongole is considerable, with many houses with electricity and running water on one side of the village, and traditional mud huts on the other side of the village. 
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Red Cross Volunteer Issa helping a small boy from Butongole  wash his hands with the tippy tap. 

Photograph: Alanta Colley 

Current Health Situation

Like many villages in the Iganga District, Butongole suffers from malaria, lack of access to safe water, and lack of knowledge of health problems, and little access to health care. Health centres nearby constantly suffer from a shortage of drugs and Butongole, like all other villages in the district, lack any organized institution to oversee health care services at the household level. 

More specifically, villagers in Butongole were concerned about family planning options and their side effects and were also unaware of HIV/AIDS and STI information. Water access remains a large problem, as the majority of individuals depend on one borehole or the swamp—neither of which is usually treated before drinking. Villagers claim to experience diarrhea and other water-borne illnesses on a monthly basis, which at the same time claims the lives of children under age 5 a few times each month.

Summary of UVP’s Health Interventions in Butongole to date: (April 2011): 

· A UVP summer intern team worked and lived in Butongole in June/July 2009, conducting many sensitisations and research.

· Establishment and training of a Butongole Village Health Team

· Two HIV counselling and testing outreaches, one in 2009 and one in 2010, resulting over 300 people accessing testing. 

· Quarterly Family Planning outreaches since June 2009

· A large-scale Sanitation Campaign conducted in August 2010. 

· Regular condom distribution and net distribution through the established supply chains.

· Over 100 villagers transported and supported to receive eye care screening and many received surgery for cataracts and trachoma. 

· Helped several women from Butongole suffering from fistula receive repair surgery.  

· Construction of a shallow well in 2009.

[image: image2.jpg]



A Butongole woman improving the drainage of her bathroom. 
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Successes and Challenges of Working In Butongole
UVP has faced some significant challenges in Butongole. The VHT has suffered a rather large attrition rate; unfortunately many of the original members were no longer interested in participating in UVP activities one they realised the work was voluntary. The net distributor fled the village after selling off several of his neighbours’ properties, which has frustrated further efforts to sell nets.  Large arguments also broke out in Butongole in 2009 when UVP made the mistake of holding a family planning sensitisation at the main meeting place next to the mosque, which outraged several muslims who do not support birth control or family planning. 

We are looking forward to sending in a new intern team to give some extra support to UVP’s programs in the village and hopefully regenerate the Village Health Team to ensure that Butongole gains the services of a Health Centre I. 
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Boy from Butongole
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